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like those of a fan, radiating from a centre, each ray
or division being sharp-pointed.

But the chief obj eel: of attraction, and I may well say
of admiration, in this gay scene, was the appearance of
the women, who are not only not concealed, but go
about freely, and, generally speaking, occupy them-
selves out of doors in works not requiring any consider-
able strength, but a good deal of dexterity.    Of course,
this does not include the highest classes, who are kept
quite secluded.    The females appear to be the great
water-carriers; and the pots or chatties, as they are
called, which are invariably borne on the head, are of
the most elegant forms imaginable.    Indeed, when
standing by the side of a Hindoo tank, or reservoir, as I
have often  done for hours together,  I  have been
reminded of those beautiful Etruscan vases, the dis-
covery of which has given so new a character to modern
forms.    This practice of carrying all loads on the head
is necessarily accompanied by an erect carriage of body,
and accordingly the most graceful of dancers, even the
matchless Bigottini herself, might have

"Snatched a grace beyond the reach of art"

from observing the most ordinary Hindoo girl on her
return from the tank, with her hand sometimes just
touching the vessel poised on her head, and sometimes
not, so true is the balance, and so certain the bearer's
step. The dress of these women consists chiefly of one
strip of cloth, many yards in length. This narrow web
is wound round the body and limbs with so much
propriety, that while the most scrupulous delicacy could
find nothing to censure on the score of deficiency in
covering, it is arranged with such innate and judicious
taste that even the eye of a sculptor could hardly wish
many of its folds removed. The figure of the Hindoos,
both male and female, is small and delicate ; and,
although their features are not always handsome, there

27